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Programming	  Guidelines	  for	  Writers	  and	  Publishers	  

	  
The	  FOLD	  celebrates	  diverse	  authors	  and	  stories.	  The	  following	  guidelines	  
answer	  the	  most	  frequently	  asked	  questions	  in	  regards	  to	  programming.	  
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The	  Festival	  of	  Literary	  Diversity,	  the	  FOLD,	  celebrates	  diverse	  authors	  and	  
stories	  using	  a	  three-‐fold	  approach:	  engaging	  readers,	  inspiring	  writers,	  
empowering	  educators.	  Our	  sessions,	  workshops,	  panels,	  and	  events	  focus	  
on	  these	  mandates.	  The	  FOLD	  is	  committed	  to	  presenting	  a	  broad	  range	  of	  
genres,	  styles,	  and	  voices.	  Newly	  or	  recently	  released,	  professionally	  
published	  work	  take	  priority	  in	  the	  selection	  process.	  The	  FOLD	  gives	  
preference	  to	  writers	  who	  are	  in	  good	  standing	  with	  The	  Writers’	  Union	  of	  
Canada	  (http://www.writersunion.ca/how-‐join).	  
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Our	  selection	  process	  begins	  in	  September	  and	  is	  complete	  by	  January.	  A	  
Programming	  Advisory	  Committee	  assesses	  submissions,	  whether	  solicited	  
or	  unsolicited.	  Writers	  are	  invited	  to	  participate	  by	  the	  Artistic	  Director,	  
who	  has	  final	  say	  and	  selects	  writers	  and	  titles	  who	  will	  appeal	  to	  our	  
audience	  and	  fit	  our	  mandate.	  The	  FOLD	  looks	  for	  confident,	  engaging	  
writers	  who	  can	  hold	  the	  attention	  of	  an	  audience,	  whether	  solo	  or	  as	  part	  
of	  a	  panel.	  Preference	  is	  also	  given	  to	  writers	  who	  have	  a	  significant	  or	  
established	  following	  as	  authors	  and/or	  through	  social	  media.	  
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There	  is	  no	  application	  process,	  but	  we	  do	  encourage	  authors	  who	  are	  
interested	  in	  taking	  part	  to	  follow	  us	  on	  social	  media	  and	  actively	  engage	  in	  
the	  discussion	  and	  dissemination	  of	  information	  on	  diversity	  in	  Canadian	  
literature.	  Writers	  or	  publishers	  should	  also	  send	  us	  a	  query	  letter	  in	  the	  
summer	  with	  a	  description	  of	  upcoming	  work,	  whether	  catalogue	  copy	  or	  
website	  documents.	  Include	  reviews	  and	  media	  coverage	  and	  copies	  of	  the	  
work	  or	  PDFs.	  If	  video	  footage	  of	  interviews	  and	  discussions	  or	  online	  
podcasts	  are	  available,	  please	  include	  links	  to	  these	  materials	  as	  well.	  =$!
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As	  a	  non-‐profit,	  charitable	  organization,	  we	  ask	  publishers	  to	  support	  their	  
authors’	  appearances	  by	  assisting	  with	  travel	  and/or	  accommodation	  costs;	  
for	  authors	  who	  come	  from	  a	  distance,	  such	  support	  is	  a	  factor	  in	  our	  
deliberations.	  
	  
	  
We	  apologize	  that	  we	  are	  not	  always	  able	  to	  acknowledge	  receipt	  of	  all	  the	  
submissions	  we	  receive.	  We	  do	  not	  take	  responsibility	  for	  the	  return	  of	  
unsolicited	  books	  and	  manuscripts.	  For	  further	  information,	  please	  contact:	  
info@thefoldcanada.org	  
	  


